Transorbital penetrating brain injury by branchlet: a rare case.
Penetrating injury of the brain and skull is uncommon, representing about 0.4% of head injuries. With advances in radiological techniques such as high-resolution and reconstruction computed tomography (CT), assessment of injuries is more accurate and easier. In this article, we report the case of a 46-year-old man presenting with head injury after a branchlet had penetrated through the right orbit into the brain. CT scan of the brain revealed diffuse subarachnoid hemorrhage, intraventricular hemorrhage, and mild obstructive hydrocephalus. CT scan of the brain with reconstruction revealed that the branchlet tip penetrated through the medial aspect of the right orbit to the parasellar region. CT scan of the brain with contrast showed gradual tapering of the right proximal internal carotid artery with total occlusion after the carotid bulb. Advance radiological examinations, such as three-dimensional CT, are required to obtain the correct emergent diagnosis and treatment of such injuries.